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Abstract

The role of Krishna is very important from the political point of view in the Mahabharata.
It can be understood in this way that there have been two wars in Mahabharata first with
dice and second with weapon. Pandavas are defeated in a battle with dice Because at that
time Krishna was not there to give knowledge to the Pandavas and instruct the right
political move. While the Pandavas were victorious in the war with arms.Because
Krishna, who gave political knowledge to the Pandavas in that war, was with them.

In the context of Bhasa, he has succeeded in establishing a strong political outlook by
making some radical changes in the original story of Mahabharata. Bhasa has displayed
political and emotional aspects through characters in his plays in such a way that the
individual, society, nation gets to learn an important lesson. In his plays, Krishna's
personality and political understanding become crystal clear .The association of a good
politician in any form paves the way for victory and development for that state or
country. In Bhasa's plays, Krishna emerges as a politician who has a very fine knowledge
of politics, on the basis of which he is able to take very strong decisions.

Keywords: Politics, Loard Krishna,Sanskrit Drama, Saam, Daam, Dand, Bhed, Decision
making.

Introduction

Both the person and the personality are interlinked to each other, their personality is formed by
work and ability. Their personality is highlighted with the identity of the person. The ancient
raise of Krishna is found mainly in two texts, BhagavataPurana and Mahabharata, in both these
texts, the personality of Krishna is distinctly notable. In the BhagavataPurana, Krishna is known
for his adorable childhood amusement and in the Mahabharata, Krishna appears as a mature man
and is established as a politician. Bhasa, the first poet and the first playwright, has fused these
two types of personality of Krishna in his plays in such a way that the journey of Krishna starting
from childhood amusement to the form of a warrior to a politician is found in the sequence. The
entire life of Krishna is seen in only three plays of Bhasa, namely Balacharitam, Dutvakyam and
Urubhangam. The masa were uncertain that there are not three but only two because there is no
direct role of Krishna in Urubhangam. The solution to his doubts is that the personality of a
person cannot be judged by his mere presence, in his absence, it can also be judged by the
actions taken by the effect of his thoughts.
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BhagavataPurana.

The early life of Krishna can be traced in BhagavataPurana, which elaborates his 'solah-kala'
along with his childhood amusement. According to BhagavataPurana, Krishna's Leela lasted 124
years in which he assassinated many demons in his childhood, saved Gokul people, destroyed
Kansa and later helped the Pandavas in the Mahabharata. After that the story of the struggle of
Yaduvansh is also included in it.

'S .D. Gnani has considered the composition of the BhagavataPurana to be 1200 to 1000 BC." [1]

In BhagavataPurana, Krishna is said to be the god of all the gods, the author of this Purana is
considered to be VedVyas. In this Purana, mostly things have been narrated by Shukdev to King
Parikshit, where every verse there is a mention of love of Shri Krishna. Various incarnations of
Vishnu were described in this Purana, but Krishnavatar is the main attraction of the Purana.
According to some scholars, Bhasa's play BalCharitam is based on BhagavataPurana.

Mahabharata.

From the political point of view, the role of Krishna in Mahabharata is very immensely prime.

HETATLT  WHT G FGL TG AT FO7 T TI00 IH FHT 2T 8 S g Agrerst Zafee
&1 T g & oI srarems SorEg a9 & AR oS o i & |1 797 & o s #3d g1
(2]

(Lord Krishna clearly appears on the stage of Mahabharata when he leaves for Magadha with
Arjuna and Bhima to kill Jarasandha, necessary for the fulfillment of the yagya of Maharaja
Yudhishthira.)

And this is where his political tact gets introduced because it was known to him that killing
Jarasandha was not possible by Yaduvansha, so he finished off him by Bhima and also
manifested his ground with the success of Yudhishthira'syagya.

'oft oot a2 T Forer o1 FHAT F G TAEG FT G FL QU A & 91 v T6e
& ATHIT T T SATTIT I IH I (9 q-1197 TL ATHEITH T (AT 31T TH THTE ST T Al
ST ATHS T a7 o) A7 & A7 ST ATt rATHT o TS I5T | A o [o7T Tl AT
&< ferm' [3]

(Krishna was very vastly shrewd. After Jarasandha was killed by Bhimasena, he gave protection
to the fearful son of Jarasandha and incapacitated him on his paternal kingdom and thus made
Jarasandha's son his considante. Simultaneously, he was also persuaded to come to
MaharajYudhishthira'sRajasuyaYagya.)

The debut in Mahabharata and such policy skill provide a rigid introduction to his political
personality. A good politician always builds good relationship with other.. If they wished, they
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could have specified the throne of that kingdom to the Pandavas after asissinatingJarasandha or
could have kept it to themselves. But being a good politician, he knew that the sentiments of the
people of that state are associated with Jarasandha, they would not entertain the outside king
easily. By making Jarasandha's son king, he expanded his number of friends and at the same time
made the whole kingdom in his favor.

There have been mainly two wars in Mahabharata, first with dice and second with weapons. In
the battle with dice, the Pandavas were defeated because during that time in the absence of
Krishna, there was no one give them knowledge and to instruct then with the right political
moves, whereas the Pandavas were victorious in the battle with weapons. Because Krishan
supported them with every political knowledge.

T SFACATHT & G I ST ARATE AN AT Thel T2 qd TeAdT T IqT T & (T =g o7

TS & T U, T Fo7 T FIATET T ST dra & forg IR rar 98 Fgae & Jmor 7am %
oI sreer e | =T 919 &7 90 grar [4]

(When the fallacious gossip about Ashwathama's killing rolled out thenkrishna instigated
Yudhishthira to recline to Acharya Drona by convincing a lie to resque of life, a person does not
become guilty of sin.)

Krishna knew that to cease Drona, defeat news of Aswathama would have to be spread because
Drona was destroying the Pandava's army rapidly and Krishna understood that life is above any
truth or fabrication. Is. Therefore, in order to save innumerable lives, it is necessary to inform
falsity by Yudhishthira.

Krishna’s personality is clearly a composite one, though the different elements are not
easily separated.' [5]

"There is a detailed version of Krishna's childhood and youth in the HarivamsaParva, an appendix
to the Mahabharata.' [6]

Some scholars believe that the basis of Bhasa's play Balacharitam is HarivamsaParva of
Mahabharata. Overall, that Krishna first appears in the Mahabharata, in which his personality is
displayed as a politician.

Bhasa

In the context of Bhasa, his thirteen plays such as Swapnavasavadatta, Pratigyayogandharayana,
Daridracharudattam, Avimaraka, Pratimaanatakam, Abhishekanatakam, Balacharitam,
Pancharatram, Madhyamaviyoga, Dutvakyam, Dutghatokcham, Karnabharam and Urubhangam,
Of these, Swapnavasavadatta and PratigyaYogandharayana are based on 'Udayana-Katha',
Daridracharudattam and Avimaraka conceived by poet, Pratimaanatakam and Abhishekanatakam
are based on 'Rama-Katha', Balacharitram based on 'Krishna-Katha' and Pancharatram,

Theatre Street Journal Vol.7, No.1 27 April 2023 Peer Reviewed ISSN 2456-754X Page 89



Madhyamaviyoga, Dutvakyam, Dutghatokcham, Karnabharam and Urubhangam are based on
'Mahabharata-Katha'. These thirteen plays were described by GanapatiSastri in Trivandrum in
1912, seeing the similarity in the writing style of the plays, and called them the plays of Bhasa.
There is no authentically accurate information available about the time period of Bhas. The poet
Kalidasa has mentioned Bhasa in his plays, from which it can be said that Bhasa must have been
the predecessor of Kalidasa.

The entire Mahabharata appears in the six plays based on Bhasa's Mahabharata. His plays
analyze the political aspects of Mahabharata as well as have a positive conclusion. Bhasa has
succeeded in presenting the original incident of Mahabharata with some radical changes. An
important political lesson is seen in all the plays of Bhasa, for example, in Madhyamaviyoga,
Dutvakyam, DutGhatotkacham and Karnabharam, an attempt has been made to explore the
political, social and human sensibilities within the Mahabharata by making a slight change in it.
At the same time, Pancharatram shows a strong effort to suggest a beautiful and non-destructive
solution. Bhas from Pancharatra wants to prove that the elders, who have the responsibility of
showing the right direction to the younger generation, need to speak in time, if they go ahead on
time and give proper guidance, then destruction can be avoided.

If we look at Bhas's writings, it is known that Bhas does not only have the vision of art, but also
a thinker and has an understanding of politics. In his plays, Bhas displays political and emotional
aspects through the characters in such a way that the individual society, the nation, gets to learn
an important lesson.

AT o A AT § A6 7 TS qdhdl TAT FUAAT TRl gl TTE < a3 0 91 g ar 3a°
I T qUIGAT FHTAL AT T g SHH Fle W UHT a1d dal o &f 5 g S 39 «a97d &
aaT 9= 7w ar 7g o T T g o 3w smaer & ft e #3739 et aiega w1
Tafeta T STt e 7 1 98 off =T TRAT © T AT o Sferg sr=eer &y =9 AAaarng
HaH § T AT S0 o6 qroehl it 39 9% Gl af S0l ISTE0 & (U Herend & =147 &l
ST HTAT & AT TATT T ATV 1 THSAT & Th AT IHHT A I8 FHrEar g1'[7]

(Bhas has displayed great caution and skill in the character configuration of the characters. If the
deity is a character of the class, then the divinity has been completely included in it, no such
thing has been allowed to come in it which is contrary to its nature. Efforts have also been made
to remove its negativity and display it in a very refined form. Bhas has also tried to use the rude
behavior of the characters in a psychological context so that the readers can sympathize with
him. For example, focusing on the character of Ghatotkacha, although he captures a brahmin at
the behest of his mother, yet his mind curses him.)

Bhasa's plays.

In Bhasa's plays, Krishna's personality and his political understanding become lucid.
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Balcharitam.

Krishna's amusement are described in the play Balacharitam, where he appears in the lead role.
There is a difference of opinion among scholars regarding the basis of Bhasa's play
Balacharitam. Some say that the basis is BhagwatPurana, while some believe that
HarivanshPurana. There is no one opinion, some doubt remains.

e T MIEd ST AATT g1 AT qUF [Aed § Tg ATew greaer, @ aur SrEd o i
FOUT FATS T T [HA § T =7 TAT § & Tl dT ATH & qTeah & Hai=d A=A qq< Aal gl grasT
A TSI QTOT T AT TET 92 2T 7 ST g ST qeadi 99927 § FO07 & 97 A48 gae
T2T gl IHT TRTL TT&T T =07 ot 981 9w Sran’ [8]

(The exact source of the play is unknown. In its description, this play is very different from the
Krishna's tales of Harivamsa, Vishnu and BhagavataPuranas, but none of these texts is perhaps
older than Bhasa's drama. Like the Harivamsa and the Vishnu Purana, it lacks adorn of
tendernes, which in later tradition has a close association with Krishna. Similarly, the depiction
of Radha is also unexplored.)

In this play, Krishna does not appear in the form of an esoteric politician, but by killing many
demons in childhood, the way Mathura people acquired freedom from the atrocities of Kansa by
killing Kansa, he assuredly suites as an entrenched warrior.

Dootvakyam

Envoy this drama of Bhasa based on Mahabharata is considered to be the mine of politics, in
which Krishna as a politician is seen displaying many dimensions of politics in the center. In
this, his political personality is visible at its peak. When he goes to Duryodhana's court in the
form of a messenger, he tries to convince Duryodhana very calmly and demands five villages for
the Pandavas. But when they come to know that Duryodhana will not agree with a calm mind,
then they adopt the policy of creating pressure and speaking harshly.

' AT (ATTTAH) T TFTsTT 7 TFH1E Aot
Ted FEATTATEAT FATTT: TEUT: 13110 [9]

(Vasudev: (subjectively) This Duryodhana will not leave his nature after being satisfied
peacefully, so now I prick him with harsh words.)

When Krishna in the form of a messenger understands that now war is the only solution, then he
speaks harshly to the enemies to provoke him, so that the enemy loses temper and when a person
losess his temper he then loses all control of himself. Due to which the ability to take the right
decision is deprived. After which Duryodhana tries to bind Krishna, Krishna then shows his
power by showing his Catholic form and tries to destroy the credence of the enemy.
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Urubhangam.

Krishna is not seen directly in this Mahabharata based play, but introducing himself is vastly
supreme. At his directive, Bhima strikes Duryodhana's thighs and breaks it and the Pandavas
win.

o oy serhmT T e g,
TAHEH G AT FAT T STaraa:|' [10]

(Dwitiya :ShriKrishna, seeing Bhima becoming deserving of mockery, is making a secret gesture

by patting his thighs)

Here, neither has anything been said from Krishna's mouth, nor has Krishna been shown doing
so in any description. Here Bhasa has described Krishna doing this from the mouth of 'Dwitiya'
character. Here Bhasa, showing his wisdom, saved Krishna from criticising and established
Duryodhana as a warrior who was defeated by deceit. At the same time, it has also been
established that for a politically knowledgeable person to take any kind of decision, he does not
need to be present directly, his gestures are enough. How can a strong person with his wisdom
pave the way for victory for his allies?

Conclusion.

From political point of view Krishna has a great importance in our life. His personality is such
that all the dimensions of politics are included. In all his characters, religious, mythological, or
theatrical, his political understanding is of a high order and advanced. Be it the Mahabharata, the
BhagavataPurana, the Vishnu Purana, or the plays of Bhasa, he occupies the top position as a
politician. They are successful in making high quality decisions using 'sam’, 'daam’, 'dand’, 'bhed’,
which best suits their personality. Introducing a successful politician, they quickly understand
that at which place, at what time, what kind of action would be appropriate and do not delay in
taking decisions and working on it keeping in mind the time, place.

The BhagavataPurana-based play Balacharitam gives an introduction to Krishna's charming
child pastimes as well as his political understanding. In this he appears in the lead role.

Krishna is also in the lead role in Dootvakyam, a play based on Mahabharata, and his political
personality is visible at its peak. Bhasa has tried to establish that a good politician should have
full knowledge of the enemy's power, for which Krishna went as a messenger and by showing
power, trying to avoid war by intimidating the enemy, introduced himself as a good politician.

In the drama Urubhangam, Krishna plays a pivotal role even though he is not in the lead role.At
his behest, Bhima breaks Duryodhana's thigh and the Pandavas win.

Theatre Street Journal Vol.7, No.1 27 April 2023 Peer Reviewed ISSN 2456-754X Page 92



In Bhasa's plays, the personality of Krishna appears to grow gradually. In the play Balacharitam,
Krishna depicts the journey from birth to becoming a warrior and established as a skilled warrior.
After that, in 'Dootvakyam’, they first want to reconcile peacefully, but seeing that things do not
work out, they provoke the enemy and by displaying power in their vast form, they achieve
success in establishing the image of a skilled politician. Giving the introduction of a good
politician, he is also seen inspecting the power of the enemy. Despite being indirect in the play
Urubhangam, he helps his allies and leads them to victory. Which shows how meticulously a
good politician takes the right decision at the right time and implements it. The association of a
good politician in any form paves the way for development and victory for that state. In Bhasa's
plays, Krishna is established as a strong and efficient politician, from whose every decision one
learns something, which plays a pivotal role in strengthening the political direction of the
country and inspire a politician to take better decisions on time.
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